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Figure 1: Optimal search strategy without vote of confidence procedure

The optimal search strategy—and thus the optimal number of districts—

depends, as Proposition 2 shows, on the parameters of the search. Figure 1

shows the optimal proportion of search districts α∗ for a large legislature as

a function of pq. As we observed earlier, the group optimally searches in at

least one-half of all districts and (generically) never in all districts.

In the congressional system, interest groups can actively seek to affect

the composition of policy coalition. Since the agenda setter and the interest

group’s interests are aligned, the group can affect policy by identifying “high

demand” districts. Negative search results do not affect the policy negatively

since they can be externalized, to some degree, to non-majority members.

Thus, interest groups have an incentive to provide policy-relevant information

that allows the agenda setter—or other leaders—to construct most favorable

policy coalitions.
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